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This Month

February 3
MEDICAL FACTS:

Where to Find Them and
How to Evaluate Them

Presentation
by U.A. Gar-
red Sexton,
M. D.

Dr. “Garry”
Sextonwasin
private practice for 14 years as a fam-
ily practitioner; then for 20 years he
combined his interest in flying with
medicine and worked in the Federal
Aviation Administration as Regional
Flight Surgeon. After retiring from
FAA, he went to work for American
Airlines as Area Medical Director in
Los Angeles. Following his

(See Meetings, page 4)
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More Meetings

(From Meetings, Page 1)

retirement from American Airlines, he started working part time
in Industrial Medicine and continues this to date.

He has board certification in Occupational Medicine and Aviation
Medicine. His need to stay current with the ever-changing prac-
tice in medicine requires his constant search to find current infor-
mation and to read and evaluate medical literature.

His presentation is concerned with how his listeners can effec-
tively use their computers to read and evaluate medical literature
along with providing legitimate sources of information.

Dr. Sexton is the President of GSBUG (Greater South Bay User
Group) in Torrance, CA.

The information Dr. Sexton will be sharing is pertinent to every
one of us so be sure to be here!

February 10
Computing 101

This is the meeting when we hope to help

those newer to computers get up to speed. However, these meet-
ings always provide enough variety so that we all learn some-
thing. It’s always useful information to help us with our comput-
ing endeavors.

Hardware Lab
This is the meeting when members can bring in a misbehaving
computer. Our techies will try to make it behave as it should.

Please leave it in the car when you arrive and bring it in at the
break.
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February 17

Snagit with Capture. Edit. Share. Organize.
Jeff Marcus Snagit makes it easy.

Capture, edit,
and share exactly
what you see on
your screen.
Take a “snapshot” of anything on your PC screen. Send it, store
it, turn it into a detailed graphic, find it later.

This is one of those programs that is so useful everyone should
have it on their computer with a shortcut on the desktop. Jeff
Marcus will be showing us how he uses this nearly every day.
Jeff has been using version 7 which everyone received at our holi-
day party a year ago. Hopefully, he will also show some of the
new features in version 9, which has the following new features
and functionality:

*  Multi-image capabilities

* A media library where every screen capture is stored and
made readily available to edit and share

* Customers can view all images and sort them however they
like

» Custom tagging options using your own wording

* A visual search pane that makes finding previous captures
easy

» A sleek graphical editing user interface

Be sure to come see if this isn’t something that will work for you!

February 24
The Digital Transition

Our good friend, Mr. Walter Ordway, will be back to talk about
the Digital Transition which, at this writing, is still scheduled for
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Get ready for
Digital Transition

February 17" But, discussions continue about delaying it until
June, so we’ll see.

Walt was very interested and impressed with the new screens that
were displayed at the CES show in January, as well as the pro-
gress being made with 3D-TV. We saw some shows using the
new technology that were really exciting.

Some of us will have seen some examples of 3-D TV which are
being shown during Super Bowl Sunday and we’ll be able to talk
about that as well.

Walt always has a lot of information to share and we have gained
much knowledge which helps us separate the marketing claims
from the facts of the new technologies. Do come and learn more
at this meeting which will help you make better decisions.

:Tip
Use Your GPS To Its Full Potential :

: The next time you're in a strange place with time on your

. : hands and find yourself looking for something to do, let your

: GPS (global positioning system) help you discover a few out- :

: of-the-way places. Most GPS devices include listings of local

:restaurants and attractions. Instead of just looking up specific :
: locations, browse the menus to uncover your location's hidden :

: treasures. You never know what you may find.

From Smart Computzng
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What You Can \ v /
Bring to the
Meetings
- Recyclables: welcomE!
Cell Phones
New Members
CDs &
Floppy Disks Mary Jane Giesbret
Asa Watanabe
Ink Jet Cartridges

Toner Cartridges.

Drink Cans & Bottles

+  Your checkbook

to renew your membership if
the label on the back page of
this newsletter shows your
expiration date is near. Why
don’t you check it now?

« Your smiling face!

Renewing Members
Barbara Benjamin
Ronald Feldman
Michael Gudlow
Sally Hewitt
David Joshpe
Shirley Morano
David Petterson and
Frances Petterson

Robin Winkelstein

=N

ap&_lg The As Member of

sociation of
Personal Computer User Groups
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Special Interest Groups
Specializing in the unique interests of our
members
Novices and experts are welcome

Real Estate SIG Imaging SIG

First Monday Second Thursday

@ 7:00 p.m. @ 7:00 p.m.

February’s Real Estate SIG We will continue working with
meeting will attempt to con- the Photoshop tutorials.

tinue keeping our knowledge

current in all aspects of real es- We find much can be learned

tate. from these lessons as we all
want to hone our skills.

Meets at Nancy Cook’s home

818-349-1542 If there is a project anyone has

Cook8@aol.com in mind, bring it in and we’ll try
to work on it as well.

Investments SIG »
Second Monday Meets at Granada Pavilion,

@ 7:00 p.m. Upstairs.

— Open Forum Discussion —  Contact Susan Phelps
sidecarsusie(@earthlink.net

The What, Where, and
How of Financial Investments.

Meeting at Nancy Cook’s home

818-349-1542 Check with SIG leaders
to confirm SIG meeting
Marcie Green (818) 594-1272 locations

mercimarcie@hotmail.com
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Web Linux SIG

Design SIG Fourth Thursday

Third Thursday @ 7:00 p.m.

@ 7:00 p.m.

Susie Phelps was our contest
winner. We will be working to
creating a web page for each of
the SIGs.

All are invited to come learn
with us.

David Wendt
davedt@juno.com

Media SIG
Fifth Monday @6:00 p.m.

All interested members are in-
vited to attend and discuss the

direction and focus of this new
SIG.

Meeting at Delta Sheet Metal,
7845 Gloria Avenue, Van Nuys
Larry Nye nye-guy@juno.com

Join the throng to

see if you are inter-

ested in adding Kubuntu to your
partitioned system, ask ques-
tions and get good answers
from an expert.

Attendees at Linux Kubuntu
SIG explore the vast 23,000 file
collection for new and useful
items.

This month:

Meeting at Nancy Cook’s home
818-349-1542

Cook8@aol.com

Bill Tracy
tracium(@sbcglobal.net
818-618-8741

Check with SIG leaders
to confirm SIG meeting
locations

=

Jay’s Comny
Honest and reliable service

Sylmar, CA 91342

Shop £~

13438 Sayre St.

@ (818) 642-2995

©

Discount to TUGNET members
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Marian’s
Memos

&

&/ i &

MARIAN’S MEMOS MARIAN’S MEMOS MARIAN’S MEMOS

ELECTION
With the election behind us, your Board of Directors is getting to
work again.

We thank Thomas Eugene for the two years he served.

We welcome Tom Vogel to the board for the first time. He has
jumped right in and is already working for us.

The other members are concentrating on their respective jobs and
doing a fine job. We appreciate everyone’s cooperation as we
work our way through the year to keep TUGNET functioning at
the level we have come to expect.

At our Annual Meeting in January, I recognized the many volun-
teers who are the ones who really kept things humming in 2008. I
want to list them here so everyone will know how many are
working to keep this club so vital. Here is our alphabetical list
along with the tasks they perform week after week: Mel Ader -
Refreshment, Meeting Photos; Arlene Brooks - Refreshments;
A.J. Camou - SIG Coordinator, Soda on Tuesdays, Real Estate
SIG Chairman, Microphone Meeting Help; Chris Christopher -
Microphone Meeting Help; Nancy Cook - Board of Directors,
Membership Committee Chairman, Yard Sale Host; Jay Cun-
nington - Computing 101 & Hardware Lab; Thomas Eugene -
Board of Directors, Refreshment contributor; Winston Garth -
Meeting Set-up, Recycling; Marcie Green - Investment SIG
Chairman; Ed Jameson - Board of Directors, Special Offers;
Susan Kennedy - Secretary, TUGNET Special Edition CDs;
Kathy Koch - Web Site; Jon Kranzler - Equipment Administra-
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tor; Daisy Kuhn - Membership Committee; Kay Lalicker - Fund
Raising, Greeter; Deuk Perrin - Treasurer; Larry Nye - Board of
Directors, TUGNET CDs, TUGNOTES SIG Chairman, Meeting
Photos; Susan Phelps - Board of Directors, Refreshment Chair-
man, Imaging SIG Chairman; Roger Poverny - Keywords Proof-
reader; Doris Richards w/ Robin Winkelstein - Election Chair-
man; Bill Tracy - Media,

Membership Committee, Linux SIG Chief, Nina Van Leeuwen -
Board of Directors, Greeter, Special Events Coordinator; David
Wendt - Web Design SIG Chairman; Plus Bill Geist - Helps in

various ways at the meetings; Carol Scali - Fills in as a Greeter.

Plus all those previously recognized as making our yard sales suc-
cessful

We can’t do it without all these wonderful volunteers!

SPRING YARD SALE

To keep up with our expenses, mainly because of the raise in our
rent, your Board of Directors has decided to have a yard sale this
spring. These yard sales are a lot of work for our members, but is
certainly the best way to earn a large sum of money in a relatively
short time.

It has been decided that the sale will be May 15-16-17. I hope you
will watch for the things you are no longer using as you clean
house and straighten closets. Then either save them until May or
bring them to a Tuesday meeting and give them to Nancy. If you
are unable to get to a meeting, you may call Nancy and arrange to
drop them off.

We thank everyone for supporting these sales, both with your do-
nations and your labor on sale days as well as before. This effort
enables us to keep our dues at the current level.

THANK YOU
TUGNET members are very good about purchasing products that
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are demonstrated when their usefulness is proven and a need
seems to be met. The vendors who give presentations at our meet-
ings remember the audience reaction and questions and requests
for features are most often taken back to those who can respond.
This is all really good and necessary to continue having these
presentations that are enjoyed by everyone attending. Your pres-
ence and participation are essential. I thank you.

A GREAT NEW SERVICE FROM GOOGLE!
Just leave it to Google to come up with something useful like this!

Here's a special number worth putting in your cell phone or your
home phone: 1-800-goog411. This is an awesome service from
Google and it's free. Don't waste time or money on information
calls and dialing numbers.

Example: I am driving along in my car and I need to call the Golf
Course and I don't know the number. I hit the speed dial number
I’ve entered for Goog411.

The voice at the other end says, “City & State.”

I say, “ Thousand Oaks, California.”

He says, “Business, Name or Type of Service.”

I'say, “Los Robles Golf Course.”

He says, “Connecting” and in a moment Los Robles answers the
phone!

This is nationwide and it is absolutely free!

To see a short clip for a quick demo, go to Goog411: http://
www.google.com/goog411/.

You'll love it.
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Highlights of
Recent Meetings

Holiday Party
(December 16)

An enjoyable evening was had by all as we had
some well-earned fellowship and entertainment. Fa%s
We learned much with many members partici-
pating. Each SIG chairman gave a presentation
of what their particular SIG has been doing.

When the meeting concluded, everyone received a greeting card
containing a web link and registration code for Funnyfish. We
thank Prolific Publishing and LifeGlobe for providing this de-
lightful program to our members.

No Meetings
(December 23 & 30)

Computing 101

(January 6)

Jay Cunnington was back with us for our first Computing 101
meeting of the new year. After a review of the problems caused
by programs containing a virus, spy-
ware and assorted malware, Jay ex-
plained how easily these are ob-
tained. He also showed us how those
who don’t have our best interest at
heart can purchase the programs

- from various web sites.

Y They are then sent out using various
~ subject lines, hoping we’ll succumb
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to their offer and click. Once the link is clicked, the rogue pro-
gram starts its nastiness and there is nothing but trouble from that
point on.

Of great interest to everyone present was the ranking of Internet
Security and Anti-virus products on the market as determined by
the major security testing centers. These tests are on-going and
the rankings change from time to time, but currently the three
products listed as best were Norton 2009, Avast! and Kaspersky.
Also of interest were those products that failed.

Thank you Jay, for another very helpful presentation.

www.jayscomputershop.com

Invisible Computers: An Interesting Perspective

on Computers
(January 13)

We welcomed one of our
newer members to the po-
dium, John Willauer. He
began by telling us, “Life
as we know it today would
not be possible without the
help of invisible com-
puters. They don't want to
be noticed, they just want
to do a good job.”

His question to us was,
“Who is more important,
you or me.” This is the
question that all who de-
sign products and applica-
tions should be asking
themselves, particularly for
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the ‘Invisible Computers’ we all have: cell phone, PDA, digital
camera, MP3 player/recorder, remote control, calculator, standard
telephone, dog and cat toy, watch, programmable thermostat, etc.
We all have and use some or most of these products daily.

He outlined Computer Security as:

Protection Detection Correction
Secure Human Error Restore from backup
Environment = Hardware/Software
Backup failure
Data theft
Natural Disaster

He closed by quoting Arthur C. Clarke, British science fiction
author, inventor and futurist most famous for 2001: A Space
Odyssey.

He then quoted The First Law of Predictions: “If anyone says it is
possible, it probably is right; if anyone says it is impossible, it
probably is wrong.”

Thank you, John, for a most interesting and entertaining presenta-
tion.

Annual Meeting
(January 20)

Our winter pot luck brought out § &
the best in all of us — whether &
cooking , shopping or eating.
We all enjoyed the various
dishes that were brought in.

A bonus was the birthday cake
Beth brought to help us all cele-
brate Deuk’s birthday.




Page 16 www.tugnet.org February 2009

After we finished our scrumptious meal, Deuk gave the “Financial
State of TUGNET” report which showed that we have kept up with
our rent increase and other expenses. This is the result of every-
one’s cooperation with our fund raising efforts. We welcome any
ideas toward this end. My favorite part was recognizing the many
who volunteer to keep TUGNET functioning on such a high level.

Each SIG chairman gave a presentation of what their particular SIG
has been doing. When the meeting was adjourned, everyone left the
meeting with a new T-shirt!

REMEMBERING

We are saddened at the loss of our long-time member, Benness
“Bim” Richards. Bim passed away last month after a long illness.
Bim has been a member of TUGNET since 1990 and has been an
active supporter through the years. When we first decided we

needed to own our own projector, Bim came forward and loaned
us the money to make the purchase. He allowed us to pay it back
as we could. In those days, we didn’t have many fund raising
activities so it did take awhile. Being a regular attendee, we shall
miss seeing him in his usual seat. Our sympathy to his wife, Doris,
as she copes with her grief. Come back soon, Doris.
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Article

Moving on to Vista d Part 11

by Neil Stahfest

Tacoma Area PC User Group, Washington
www.tapcug.org

ncstahfest@msn.com

This article has been obtained from
sion for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses require
the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Oneof Vi s tlisk hamagement systems, that is new to me, is a
dynamic disk and the ability to extend a volume. Suppose you
have a volume or folder on your hard drive called Pictures for
your photographs. If you run out of space on your hard drive, but
you have space available on another hard drive installed on your
PC, you can extend your Picture volume onto that drive to make
it bigger. There are two limitations to this process. First, you can-
not reverse the process. Second, once created you cannot remove
the space you've used on the second disk to reduce the size of the
volume. The only way you can do this is to create a new volume
on one of your drives, copy all of the contents of the spanned vol-
ume to it and then delete the spanned volume. The other limita-
tion is you cannot extend the Windows System volume.

I'm not really sure how I would use this feature. My inclination is
to create new volumes and not try to span a volume across two
hard drives. Perhaps when working with video files, which can
consume enormous amounts of space, this might be a useful fea-
ture.

How often do you start an operation on your computer which
opens a dialog box on the desktop that requires you to click on
‘OK?’ So you move your mouse to put the pointer on the ‘OK’
box and click on it. You probably do this many times in a day.
Did you know that there is a setting to automatically move your
mouse pointer to the ‘OK’ button so that all you have to do is
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click on it? Here's how you can configure Windows Vista to do
this.

First click on the ‘Start” button and then the ‘Control Panel.” Un-
der the ‘Hardware and Sound’ entry in the ‘Control Panel’ box,
click on ‘Mouse.’ The ‘Mouse Properties’ box will open. Click on
‘Pointer Options.” Locate ‘Snap To’ and click to create a check
mark to activate ‘Automatically move pointer to the default but-
ton in a dialog box.’

While you're looking at the ‘Pointer Options’ box, consider the
next option line, ‘Display pointer trails.” If you occasionally have
trouble locating the mouse pointer on the desktop, consider this
option. Experiment with the length of the pointer trail setting. If
you don't like it, turn it off.

Windows 7 will have more in common with
Windows Vista than Windows XP.

On a slightly different topic, let’s talk about shortcuts. Many ap-
plication programs create a shortcut on your desktop when you
install the program. They’re a convenient way to start a program
without have to go to the Start menu. There are other ways to use
short-cuts too. Suppose you have a spreadsheet or genealogy file
that you frequently update. Locate the file with Windows Ex-
plorer, right-click on the file name, scroll down the pop-up menu
to where it says ‘Create Shortcut” and click on it. Now, before
you close the Windows Explorer window, locate the new shortcut
and drag it to your desktop. Because Windows (XP as well as
Vista) associates application programs with certain type of files
(i.e. Windows Excel with spreadsheets), when you click on the file
shortcut the application will start and open the file.

But suppose you can’t see your desktop icons and short-cuts be-
cause they’re hidden by something else? Maybe your Internet
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browser or e-mail program is running and completely cover your
desktop. Let’s go back and look at the shortcut on your desktop.
Right-click on it. In the windows that opens, notice the four tabs
at the top. Click on the tab marked ‘Shortcut.” In the middle of
the Shortcut menu you'll find something marked ‘Shortcut key.’
You’ll probably see ‘None’ entered in the box next to it. Click on
the box and press and hold down your Ctrl key. In the box you'll
now see ‘Ctrl + Alt +.° While still holding down the Ctrl key,
press the key you want to use to access the shortcut. Now click on
the ‘Apply’ button and then the ‘OK” button. Your shortcut key is
now set. Just press the three key combination to instantly access
your spreadsheet or genealogy file.

Before we leave the topic of Shortcuts I’1l just mention that when
you open a Shortcut’s properties window, the first tab is marked
‘General.’ If you click on ‘General,” one of the first entries is
‘Type of File’ and ‘Open with.” If you click on the adjacent
‘Change’ button, you’ll see a list of possible application programs
to access the file. You can select from this list or click on
‘Browse’ to locate another program.

I’m hearing more rumors about Windows 7 but, at this point, they
are still rumors. One thing seems certain, Windows 7 will have
more in common with Windows Vista than Windows XP. What-
ever you learn about Windows Vista should help you when you
upgrade to the next version of Windows.

Klassic Specialties

Check out Klassic Specialties at
http://www.klassicspecialties.com/tugnet.html
TUGNET members receive a 5% discount and
TUGNET receives 5% of member® purchases.




Page 20 www.tugnet.org February 2009

Article

Performing Better Searches

By Sharon Housley
NotePage managing Marketing for FeedForAll
www.feedforall.com

This article has been obtained from
sion for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses require
the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Performing and perfecting search engine results can save web
surfers lots of time and energy. Understanding the nuances of
searching allows researchers to immediately drill down and locate
the information they are seeking, without having to wade through
a myriad of irrelevant search results in the process. The increasing
complexity of search engines has made understanding search en-
gines a necessity for those who spend any amount of time online.
The following search tips are standards that will work in most of
the major search engines.

How To Find What You Are Looking For

As the popularity of the Internet grows, more and more results are
returned for even the most obscure search phrases. In order to
save time, web surfers need to increase their search relevancy. It
is advisable to use multiple search terms to produce better search
results. Searchers should use specific words and phrases to find
what they’re looking for, while filtering out irrelevant and un-
wanted results.

In searching, more usually means less. Using more keywords in a
search will help qualify the search and make it more specific to
what you are looking for. It is all about striking a balance; more
search terms will reduce the number of search results, but those
results will be more accurate. Remember that you can always re-
fine the search further if there are too many results returned in the
initial search.
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Capitalization Is Irrelevant

The major search engines ignore capitalization. Upper case and
lower case search phrases will deliver the same results.

Order Matters

Keep in mind that the order in which the terms are entered into the
search box will affect the search results. The most important terms
should appear first in the list of search words.

Word Stemming

Major search engines will provide results that use word stemming.
Word stemming includes variants of the terms that were searched
for. For example, searching on the term fish in a major search en-
gine will generate organic search results that also contain the terms
fishing, fishes, and fisher.

Exact

Using quotations around a search phrase will generate search re-
sults that contain only that specific search phrase, exactly as it was
entered. For example, searching on the exact phrase “rocking
horse” in a major search engine will only generate search results
that contain the phrase rocking horse. The results will not include
any results that contain “horse rocking” — even though both terms
appear, they do not appear in the proper order for an exact match.

Do Not Include

Adding a (-) negative/minus sign before a search term will filter
the results so that they contain the first term but not the negated
word. For example, entering the search phrase “horses -rocking”
into a major search engine will return search results about horses
but not about rocking horses.
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Must Include

If you want search results that only include a specific word, just
type a (+) plus sign in front of a search term. The results produced
will always contain that term. For example, conducting a search
“horse + carousel” will result in all search results that contain car-
ousel, and may include horse as well.

Similar Words

Adding a (~) tilde character in front of a search word will gener-
ate search results that not only include the specified search term,
but will also include all words considered to be related to the
original search term. For example, using the search term “~soda”
will result in organic search engine results that not only include
soda, but also include Pepsi, pop, cola, Coke, bottle, and soft
drink.

Either Or

Adding an “OR” parameter between two search terms will result
in search listings that include either the first or the second word in
the search results. For example, searching on the terms “soda OR
bottle” will generate search results that may contain both terms
soda bottle or it will produce results that contain either soda or
bottle but not both in the same search listings.

Advanced Searches And Segmented Searches

Many search engines allow you to specify the type of content you
wish to search in. For example, you can often search just news
articles, just blogs, or just images. If you are looking for a spe-
cific type of media, segmenting your search can be helpful.
Searches can be conducted to locate web pages that contain a spe-
cific language, or a specific file type (ie. pdf, rss, etc). Simply use
the search engine’s advanced search option and select the content,
language, file type, etc to filter your search results.
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Search Meta Words

Meta keyword searches give search engines special instructions.
When the meta search words are used, a specific type of search is
conducted. Here are some of the most common meta search
terms...

define: When ‘define:’ is used at the beginning of a search word
or phrase, the search engine results will be a definition of the
word or phrase.

site: When ‘site:’ is entered in the search box, followed by a do-
main, the search engine locates all documents within a specific
domain and all of its subdomains. This is an easy way to get a
rough idea of the number of pages indexed on a domain.

link: When ‘link:’ is used and followed by a URL, the search re-
sults will include all the web pages that are indexed by the search
engine which contain links to the specified URL.

inurl: When ‘inurl:’ is used, followed by a keyword or phrase,
the search results will include links to web pages that contain the
specific keyword or phrase in the urls themselves.

intitle: When ‘intitle:” is searched on in conjunction with a key-
word or phrase, the search engine locates search results that con-
tain the specified keyword or phrase in the web page title.

Web surfers can save large amounts of time and energy by opti-
mizing their search techniques with these helpful tips.

Sharon Housley manages marketing for FeedForAll - http://
www.feedforall.com - software for creating, editing, publishing RSS
feeds and podcasts. In addition, Sharon manages marketing for Record-
ForAll http://www.recordforall.com - audio recording and

editing software.
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Article

Traveling Then and Now i

oTechnicallyd S
by Gregory West

Sarnia Computer Usersdo Grou
www.scug.ca
prospector16@gmail.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author's permis-
sion for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses require
the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

(This article was originally published in Sarnia's FIRST MON-
DAY magazine, August 2008 issue)

In 1974 Richard Nixon was the first U.S. President forced to
resign, while gasoline pricing rose to a whopping 55 cents a gal-
lon US (14.5 cents a liter). They claim the reason was that
“gasoline shortages and price increases throughout the world help
to cause problems in most of the western worlds’ economies”
(www.thepeoplehistory.com).

Sound familiar? What isn’t familiar is the technology that accom-
panies us on vacations.

I remember in 1974 driving to Fort Wilderness Disney World,
Florida in a Volkswagen van built into a homemade camper, all
decked out with plywood beds and a Coleman cooler for a fridge
with a never-ending request for ice. CAA supplied the trip tik
maps that marked out the route and the construction sections of
the highway. We had the best of the best for navigating the trip.
As well, we had a brand new Instamatic camera with 7 rolls of
126 film that cost us a small fortune. Our son, four years old, rode
a small tricycle back and forth inside the van to while away the
hours and hours of monotonous driving as seatbelt legislation was
non-existent.
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Today, we still face the gas increase excuses and we are well
aware of the price of a liter of gasoline today. In that regard, noth-
ing has really changed, only the numbers and the fact that we are
all buckled into our seats. Although, one thing that has changed
for travelers in 2008: ‘tech toys;’ they have now become a must
have for every family that does ground travel on vacations.

Our kids have been replaced by grandkids and the Volkswagen
homemade camper van is long gone. People today are now haul-
ing RVs of all sorts that host most of the comforts of home.

The CAA maps and my son's tricycle have been replaced by the
latest technical and computer gadgets. Let’s have a peek at how
technology has changed road travel, some 34 years later.

Kids today are buckled tightly into the back seats as air bag pro-
tection in the front restricts them to the back seats only. While in
the back seat they have the option of viewing DVD movies run
through a DVD player onto 2 separate monitors that attach to the
head rests of both front seats. They listen to the movies via the
vehicle stereo system or individual headphones. When they tire of
the movies they can play video games by switching over to their
PSP or a PS2 that plugs through the inverter. Of course there is
always travel bingo if the tech stuff gets boring, but we won’t
hold our breath on that one.

For the driver and co-pilot there is a GPS display with voice di-
rections, saving the hassle of trying to read the fine print on wrin-
kled and torn maps. Many travelers bring along laptops while
traveling as their uses are many. For example, you can record
your trip’s information, download pictures and videos from digi-
tal cameras. The big thing these days with computers is reading
digital books, or listening to audio books that have been previ-
ously downloaded from the Internet. Of course, when a live Inter-
net connection becomes available (most RV parks have free Wi-
Fi) you can check email, use Skype to call home, and research the
places to see, all from your laptop.
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The days of praying that there will be a pay phone nearby if we
break down are long gone as many people have both a Canadian
and American cell phone. For instance, one can purchase a Mo-
torola TracFone that works only in the USA for under $10 and
buy a ‘pay-as-you-go’ card, making long distant calls back home
cheaper and giving one more security on the highways in the
USA.

Don’t leave without your MP3 player. Podcasts of your favourite
shows and lectures can be easily downloaded from the Internet.
All MP3 players come with headphones that make for easy listen-
ing and do not disturb the other passengers or driver.

Walkie talkies are not a new item while on vacation, but the price
certainly has come down and the range has expanded greatly. A
quick stop in the grocery store for supplies will help you utilize
your group to ensure precision targeted shopping whereby we all
search out different items and meet at the same cashier, thus sav-
ing time. The walkie talkie is also used in many other scenarios
for security and locating purposes. These units are a must have
for anyone traveling with children. The /nstamatic camera has
been replaced by the digital camera, thus allowing people to take
hundreds of pictures during a trip without any real cost. If some
of the pictures are not that great they are easily deleted and for-
gotten without the worry of paying for more film.

An inverter will allow the truck battery to convert power from DC
to AC so you can run the laptop while traveling to edit photos,
read books, watch movies and connect to Wi-Fi hotspots. This
also allows for the use of a PS2 plugged into the truck battery
power as if you were at home plugging into a wall outlet. You can
even plug in a refrigerated cooler with this inverter, making life
just that much easier.

We can only imagine what traveling 34 years from now will be
like and what 2042 will offer its road travelers.

B880
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Door Prize Winners

December 16
Socks donation winners:

1 year Microsoft One Care Live subscription: Mel Ader
Scarf & gloves sets: Shirley Morano and Marv Harris
Tarzan T-shirts: Sean Collins and Conrad Lalicker
Scarf: Maury Wills
Funnyfish to everyone at the end of the meeting

December 23 & 30 - Dark

January 6
Memorex Canvas Bag: Kay Lalicker
Cyber Crime Fighters (book): Thomas Eugene
Search & Recover: Chris Christopher
WordPerfect Office X4 CD to everyone at close of meeting

January 13
Netlock Canvas Bag: Susie Phelps
Del Mar Glass Tumbler: Mary Watanabe
Aqua Odysseas Catalina: Richard Luczak
Geekonomics (book): Leo Gattenio

January 20
Everyone went home with a T-shirt
by the end of the meeting.
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Article

How To Switch Internet

Browsers

By Sandy Berger
CompuKISS
www.compukiss.com
sandy@compukiss.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author's permis-
sion for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses require
the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Microsoft's Internet Explorer is a software program that comes on
all computers that use the Windows Operating System. Internet
Explorer is called an Internet browser since it is the software that
allows you to view Web pages and surf the Internet. In fact, at
least 80% of you reading this Web page right now are using /nter-
net Explorer. You don't, however, have to use Internet Explorer.
There are several other Internet browsers available.

Due to recent critical security glitches in /nternet Explorer, other
browsers are looking more attractive. Also, while Internet Ex-
plorer has stagnated over the past several years, several other
Internet browsers have overtaken it with useful new features and
advanced functionality. Features like a tabbed interface that lets
you quickly move from page to page and voice-activated menu
systems have put alternative browsers like Firefox and Opera
ahead of Internet Explorer.

Using an alterative browser is easy. You simply download the
browser from the Web site of the manufacturer and install it on
your computer. Firefox, Opera, and Chrome are all alternative
browsers that are free downloads. Just follow the Web site in-
structions to download and install the new browser. During instal-
lation the program will see Internet Explorer and will ask you if
you want to transfer your Favorites and other information from
Internet Explorer to the new program. Most alternative browsers
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will help you make the switch from Internet Explorer to their
browser program. When you install Opera, Netscape, or Firefox
you will be given the option importing your Internet information.
Opera can import bookmarks and favorites. Firefox allows you to
import options, bookmarks, history, passwords, cookies, and
other data from Internet Explorer. This works for many different
browsers. Fox example, if you switch from Internet Explorer to
Netscape and decide that you would then like to switch to Opera,
you can move your information from Internet Explorer to Net-
scape and then to Opera by simply following the instructions
given during installation.

To use a different Internet browser, you don't have to uninstall
Internet Explorer. In fact, it is best to leave Internet Explorer on
your hard drive. Not only is Internet Explorer difficult to
uninstall: you may need to use it in the future. Internet Explorer
is the only browser that you can use to access the Windows Up-
date Web site. Also, since it is the most popular Web browser,
many Web sites are optimized for /nternet Explorer. If you use an
alternative Web browser, in your surfing you may find an occa-
sional Web site that does not work properly in the browser that
you have chosen. If that is the case, you can simply switch to
Internet Explorer to access that Web site and switch back to your
alternative browser for your main surfing. You see, there is no
problem with using several different browsers. In fact, you can
actually use two or three different browsers at the same time with
no interference.

When you start using your new browser you will be asked if you
want to set the new software as your default Web browser. What-
ever browser is set as your default browser will be the browser
that will appear when you click on a link in an e-mail or other
document. If you want to use your new browser all the time, you
will want to set it as the default. If you say no to setting the new
program as your default, the program will continue to ask you this
question every time you start it. Look for a notice with a check
box in front of it to tell the program that you don't want to see that
question again. For instance in Opera you will click to put a
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checkmark into the box in front of ‘Do not show this dialog
again.’ In Firefox click to remove the checkmark in the box that
says ‘Always perform this check when starting Firefox.” Then the
program will not ask that question again.

If you decide that you don't want to continue to use the new
browser, you can switch back to Internet Explorer at any time.
Any new favorites or cookies that you have added to the new
browser can be transferred back to Internet Explorer by using the
export and import settings in the two browsers. You simply ex-
port the information from the program you are using and import it
into to the program you want to use. Click on ‘File,” and choose
‘Import/Export’ to use these functions. Most browsers have Wiz-
ards that will help you through the entire process. Some programs
like Firefox make it easy to import information, but make it more
difficult to export information. If a Wizard is not available you
can use the programs Help menu for detailed instructions.

If you are used to using Internet Explorer, downloading and using
a different Web browser is a big step. Although most alternative
browsers are similar to Internet Explorer, you will need to invest
some time into learning the new interface. Some features may not
be obvious. For instance, the tabbed browsing in Firefox is not
instantly noticeable. So be sure to read the help files and informa-
tion on the product's Web site to get the full gist of what features
are available.

Cell Phone Memory Card

= If you take a lot of photos or occasionally shoot videos with

: your phone, check to see if it has a memory card slot. Your cell :
: phone likely has some internal memory, so you can store a few :
: pictures and videos; however, a memory card will dramatically

: increase the amount of available storage space. :
: From Smart Computing :
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Review

Advanced System Care Free V3

A Improve PC Performance

By Ira Wilsker
The Examiner, Beaumont TX; Radio Show Host
iwilsker@apcug.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author's permis-
sion for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses require
the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

WEBSITES:
http://www.iobit.com
http://www.iobit.com/advancedwindowscareper.html

One of the most frequently asked questions on my weekly radio
show (KLVI 560AM, Mondays, 6-7pm) has to do with improving
the performance of a sluggish computer. One of the utilities |
most recommended was the free version of 10bit's Advanced
Windows Care - Personal Edition, version 2. Recently [Obit re-
leased an upgraded and updated utility renamed Advanced System
Care Free V3, which 10bit claims has over 10,000 improvements
and updates. Being a fan of system improvement utilities, I had to
download and install this new version, replacing the older version
2 that I have been happily using for about the past 18 months.

Going to the IObit website at www.iobit.com, and downloading
the new software was an easy experience, as | was given the
choice of multiple download sites. I selected one of the Texas
mirrors of MajorGeeks, a major download service, where the
download counter of this new version indicates that over 1.5 mil-
lion copies of this new version 3 have been downloaded from
MajorGeeks alone. The download was about 7.6 megs in size,
and downloaded remarkable fast for a download that size, to the
credit of the bandwidth available at the Texas MajorGeeks web-
site. Once downloaded, I clicked on the file to install it, and it
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recognized my older version 2, which it replaced. I was given the
choice of language, and ‘skin’ (background color scheme), and
selected the white (really a soft light blue) as the easiest to read.

Once the install was complete, I chose to run the program. I was
displayed a clean fresh graphical interface that on the left of the
window gave the choices ‘Maintain Windows,” ‘Diagnose Sys-
tem,” ‘Utilities,” and ‘Home.” Whichever icon is selected opens
the right half of the window. For my first test of the software, I
chose to ‘Maintain Windows.’ I was offered a check-box selec-
tion of ‘Spyware Removal,” ‘Registry Fix,” ‘Privacy Sweep,” and

In just seconds, all of the corrections
and deletions were carried out.

‘Junk Files Clean.’ I selected all of them and clicked on ‘Scan.’

In just a few minutes, Advanced System Care Free V3 detected 20
items it labeled as spyware (all were tracking cookies), 66 cor-
rectable errors in my registry, 29 privacy issues, and 394 megs of
junk files that could be deleted. I prefer to not blindly follow what
is found, so I clicked on each of the findings to review what was
found. After some minor tweaking, I decided to accept what was
found, and clicked on the ‘Repair’ icon. In just seconds, all of the
corrections and deletions were carried out.

Selecting the ‘Diagnose System’ icon, I was given the now famil-
iar check boxes for ‘System Optimization,” ‘Security Defense,’
‘Disk Defragment,” and ‘Security Analyzer.” I checked all except
‘Disk Defragment,’ as I had just recently defragged my hard drive
using [Obit's free standing and excellent disk defragmentation
utility, and wanted to save the time, despite [Obit's claim that the
integral defragmentation utility is up to 10 times faster than some
other competing products. ‘System Optimization’ detected about
two dozen ‘system bottlenecks’ and corrected the system settings
to improve performance. The Security Defense feature can immu-
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nize the computer against thousands of malicious websites, illicit
tracking cookies, browser hijackers, dialers, and other malicious
software. ‘Security Analyzer’ examines running programs to de-
tect and disable any malware that may be currently running on the
computer.

The ‘Utilities’ selection offers 20 distinct utilities to tune-up the
computer and its applications; examine the security settings and
backup critical system files and settings and ‘Admin Tools’
which includes an uninstall utility, as well as my personal favor-
ite, a startup manager to identify and control what programs
startup when the computer is booted. By cleaning up the startup,
the computer will run faster, boot quicker, and have fewer con-
flicts, because fewer programs will be automatically loaded. Un-
der the ‘Tune Up’ tab, I found that Firefox (my preferred
browser) can be optimized for maximum performance.

By cleaning up the startup,
the computer will run faster, ..

The ‘Home’ icon displays program version, database updates,
most recent scan, user account (free or paid ‘Professional’ ac-
count), and the cumulative results of the scans that had been per-
formed. The center ‘Care’ icon automatically runs the system op-
timization utilities, as a one-click performance improvement
function.

As is to be expected, IObit has a comparison chart that compares
the features of Advanced System Care Free V3 with its software
competitors, both free and commercial. The features listed on the
chart are ‘All-in-one secure, repair, clean, and optimize,’
‘Optimize and speed up PC and Internet,” ‘Complete registry
care,” ‘Security features,” ‘1-click solution,” and ‘Price.” This
software is compared to seven major competitors (1 free and six
commercial), and comes out feature rich compared to the compe-
tition. To be fair, some of the products listed have features and
capabilities not included with Advanced System Care Free V3,
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but comparing system utilities and clean up programs, this pro-
gram compares very well.

It is inevitable that users will ask why IObit would give away
software this powerful; the reason is that IObit clearly wants the
satisfied user to upgrade to the Pro version, which has more fea-
tures and capabilities, and is currently on sale online for $19.95
(regularly $29.95) directly from IObit. The Pro version has addi-
tional performance improving features, a deep registry scan that
roots out many more useless registry entries (the Pro version de-
tected over 3000 useless registry entries on my computer, com-
pared to only 66 in the free version), additional tune-up features
to both improve hardware performance and web speed, and free
technical support.

The excellence of Advanced System Care Free V3 has been rec-
ognized in the media with several awards, including high ratings
from ZDnet, Tucows, Softpedia, Download.com, PC World, PC
Magazine, and other publications. Download.com claims that Ad-
vanced System Care Free V3 is its number one most downloaded
system utility, with about 9.5 million downloads, even though it
has only been available for the past several weeks.

For those wanting a powerful, and feature rich utility to improve
computer performance, the free version of Advanced System Care
Free V3 would be a very good choice. For those who want addi-
tional features and capability, the Pro version, currently on sale
for $19.95, would be a very good choice.

! RAM Issue

' If RAM errors start only after the PC has been running for a few
! minutes or during heavy workloads, you may have a cooling

! problem. Check that the PC's fans are all running and that there
'is decent airflow over the RAM and other devices. Carefully
'blow out any dust. Also, verify in the BIOS that the RAM is
:running at its specified voltage, such as 2.2v.

From Smart Computing
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ISL. EXTREME

IDisiupy/lBroedbandllHosting

— A proud sponsor of TUGNET’s DSL —

e High-Speed DSL ¢ T-1/ Frame Relay
e Dial-Up Access ¢ Exchange Hosting
¢ \Web / E-Mail Hosting e Domain Names

Free DSL Firewall Tool
Spam and Virus Email Protection
Free 24-Hour Technical Support

www.dslextreme.com
800-774-3379
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Are You Experiencing
Technical Difficulties?

HelpContact is a FREE service to members of TUGNET only. The
following volunteers have offered to field questions with software and
hardware listed. Please be considerate of the volunteer you are
contacting. If youd@l like to have your name added to the list, call or
e-mail the editor. Need help on a subject and there’s no name listed for
it? Try calling one of the SIG leaders.

DOS
Jim Burton
jimbo1928@pacbell.net
818-344-5300

Eudora
Roger Poverny
rogerp@socal.rr.com

Hardware Installation
Jay Cunnington
jay@jayscomputershop.com
Jayscomputershop.com
818-362-8015

Internet—General
Roger Poverny
(See “Eudora”)

Internet Explorer
Jay Cunnington
(See Hardware Installation™)

Microsoft Publisher
Kay Winnert
lazydazy@winnert.com
818-884-9441

Outlook Express
Jay Cunnington
(See “Hardware Installation™)

Pagemaker
Roger Poverny
(See “Eudora™)

Print Artist
Jim Burton
(See “DOS”)

Quickbooks Pro 5
Rich Kimmell
sales@brakelathe.net

Windows thru 95
Jay Cunnington
(See “Hardware Installation™)

Windows 98
Jim Burton
(See “DOS”)

Windows ME
Jim Burton
(See “DOS”)

Jay Cunnington
(See “Hardware Installation”)

Windows XP
Jim Burton
(See “D0OS”)

Jay Cunnington

(See under “Hardware Installation™)
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Word
Marcie Green
merci2mar@yahoo.com
818-594-1272

WordPerfect
Marian Radcliffe
MarianRad@1stNetUSA.net

Marcie Green
(See “Word”)

Susan Kennedy
flamingfury@intergate.com

DOOR PRIZE POLICY

Only members are eligible to win a door prize.
Members must also attend the full presentation
in order to qualify for that night’s drawing.
This is the arrangement that the vendors who
donate the door prizes expect and that is the
policy we will follow for all meetings. To
reduce the distraction of the seated audience
and the presenter, registration and the
distribution of name badges will cease at the
start of the presentation. Those members not
yet registered, but who are present at the start
of the presentation will be registered and given
their badges during the break. Members
arriving more than ten minutes after the
presentation began have not met the attendance
requirement and will not be eligible for the
drawing.

Why Join TUGNET?

There are many reasons why you will
benefit from a TUGNET member-
ship. Here are a few of the most obvi-
ous:

Weekly Meetings where you’ll see
the latest and greatest computer prod-
ucts presented by well-known, as
well as lesser-known, industry repre-
sentatives.

Special Pricing often offered only to
TUGNET members.

Door Prizes at the weekly meetings.

Other Special Offers that regularly
come to us .

Monthly Newsletter, Keywords,
delivered to your mail box.

Special Interest Groups on a variety
of subjects.

Help with computer-related prob-
lems, both at the meetings and via our
“Help Contacts.”

Products that become yours when
the editor accepts your written re-
view.

Late-breaking information and of-
fers e-mailed to members only.

Volunteer opportunity to help with
the many activities that keep
TUGNET a viable organization.

Is that enough? Okay, you’ll find a
membership application on Page 39.
in this newsletter!
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February 2009

15

20

Sunday

Monday

2
SIG Meeting:
Real Estate
Groundhog Day

9
SIG Meeting:
Investment

16

President’s Day

23
SIG Meeting:
Media

Tuesday

3
Medical Facts:
Where to Find
Them

10
Computing 101

17
Snagit
24
Digital TV
Transition
Update

Wednesday

11
Imaging SIG
Descanso Gar-
dens Trip

18

25
Board Meeting

Thursday Friday Saturday
5 6 7
12 13 14
SIG Meeting Valentine’s Day
Imaging Newsletter
Deadline
19 20 21
SIG
Web Design
26 27 28
SIG
Linux

All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.
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