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INSID E  

October 6 

 
 

ôMaking Work Payõ tax 
credit 
 
Do you know what this means? I  
didnõt! So I began looking into it a bit 
and decided this is something that ap-
plies to almost all of us ð and we ought 
to know more about it ð now! 
 
I called our favorite IRS person, Ted 
Meyer, and asked him to come give us 
an overview of this significant tax pro-
vision of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009. This tax 
credit means more take-home pay for 
millions of American workers. Does it 
affect you? 
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The Usersô Group Network 

If at first you don't succeed, find out if 
the loser gets anything. 

--Bill Lyon, 
Sports Columnist 
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  
 

President (2 yr) 
   Programs 

Marian Radcliffe MarianRad@1stNetUSA.net 
818-249-1629 

Vice President (1 yr) 
   Special Events  

Nina Van Leeuwen ladynina1@gmail.com 
818-784-6144 

Secretary (2 yr) 
   Special CD 

Susan Kennedy flamingfury@intergate.com 
818-503-8973 

Treasurer (1 yr) Deuk Perrin deuk_perrin@hotmail.com 
805-578-9236 

Director (1 yr) 
   Membership 

Nancy Cook cook8@aol.com 
818-349-1542 

Director (1 yr) 
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Susan Phelps sidecarsusie@earthlink.net 
818-848-9810 
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   Special Offers  
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818-892-4074 
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  SIG Coordinator 

A.J. Camou AJCamou@aol.com 
cell 818-631-9264 

Director (2 yr) Tom Vogel TVogel1104@sbcglobal.net 
818-760-4821 

   
TUGNET is a non-profit computer users group. TUGNETõs mailing address for membership 
information, submissions to the TUGNET Newsletter, or other club-related material, is TUGNET, 
3926 Community, La Crescenta, CA 91214-2375.  

We welcome your submissions, including technical questions or letters to the editor, on PC disk (in a 
popular word processing format), or by e-mail to Marian Radcliffe. Hardcopy alone will no longer 
be accepted!! All submissions must be presented on disk or e-mail as described above!! The 
number one rule when writing for us is: Do not attempt to format your article, except for bolding 
and italicizing. Instead, focus on writing a clear, organized, grammatically correct article. Weõll take 
care of the rest. We reserve the right to edit as necessary for space considerations. Other non-profit 
user groups may reprint articles (except for those copyrighted) without prior permission, provided 
proper author, title and publication credits are given. Newsletter produced using Microsoft Publisher. 
Membership database is in Microsoft Access.  

Cover Design: Jeff Marcus Graphic Design 
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Neither The Usersõ Group Network, its Board of Directors, officers, nor members make 
any express or implied warranties of merchantability and/or fitness for a particular purpose. 
Opinions provided by newsletter articles, or by speakers, members or guests who address 
TUGNET meetings are individual opinions only, and do not represent the opinions of the 
organization, its board, officers, or members. All opinions and information should be 
carefully considered and neither The Usersõ Group Network, its directors, officers, nor 
members shall be liable for any incidental or consequential damages in connection with or 
arising from the furnishing or use of any information or opinions. Brands and products 
referenced herein are the trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holders. 
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 More  Meetings  

 
In tax years 2009 and 2010, the ôMaking Work Payõ provision will 
provide a refundable tax credit of up to $400 for individuals and up 
to $800 for  married taxpayers filing joint returns. 
 
Do come learn more about this now, before it hits you when filing 
your tax return next year. 
 
 

October 13 

Insight to Photography  
 
The presenter of Insight to Photogra-
phy will be Rick Edwards, an asso-
ciate of The Royal Photographic 
Society. Rick perfected his pho-
tography while living in Nairobi 
watching wildlife in the many 
parks in Kenya. During the last 
two years of his stay in Kenya, 
Mr. Edwards stated, òI was very 
proud that I was assigned as the 
official photographer for the 
Kenya Wildlife Service.ó His work can be seen in numerous bro-
chures, magazines and books on wildlife. He now lives in Big Bear 
California and is a member of the Big Bear Computer Club. 
 
Mr. Edwards will cover many aspects of photography including the 
basic skills in photographic composition in order to elevate an ordi-
nary shot to an extraordinary one. Edwards is dedicated to develop-
ing the essentials that will help you add an extra dimension to your 
photographs.  
 
Those who were privileged to attend a Southwest Conference work-
shop when Rick Edwards filled in had nothing but raves about what 
he had to say. Those who òpoint and shootó will get as much out of 

(From Meetings, Page 1) 
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this as will those who have been prize winners. Non-photographers 
will enjoy his fascinating stories as well as seeing his pictures. 
 
 

October 20 

Windows 7 
 

As Iôm sure you all know, October 22 is the official launch date 

for Windows 7. Thanks to our own member, Paul Flynn, weôll 

have a good look at the finished product for this meeting. Micro-

soft says, ñIt includes tons of little refinementsðand a few big 

onesðmany suggested by users. The result? Everyday computing 

is faster, simpler, easier.ò They also say it is the easiest operating 

system ever. Windows 7 is said to have better ways to find and 

manage filesðlike Jump Lists and improved taskbar previewsð

to help you speed through everyday tasks. Some of these Jay has 

shown us in past meetings. 

 

Itôs designed for faster and more reliable performance, so your PC 

just works the way you want it to. With 64-bit support, you can 

take full advantage of the latest powerful PCs. Take advantage of  

your first opportunity to see the finished product. 
 
 

October 27 

How to work at your com-
puter ð Pain Free! 
Lisa Malik, the Results Coach 
 
Tired of feeling tense after sitting at your 
computer? Want to learn some simple 
steps to work at the computer with ease? 
 
Using a computer can be a pain in the 
neck, the back, the arms, the wrists, the 
shoulders, the knees, the eyes and virtu-
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Tip  

Software On A Portable Drive 
 
One of the cool things about mobile drives is that many of them 
come with portable applications, meaning programs you can run 
directly from a drive without installing anything on a public or bor-
rowed computer you're using. Not only does this make it more 
likely that you'll be allowed to borrow a PC a second time, but it 
also lets you have the same settings and the same productivity soft-
ware wherever you go. Another plus: Some portable browsers will 
let you access the Internet anonymously without leaving a trace of 
your activities on the host PC. 
 

From Smart Computing 

ally every other part of the body. It doesn't have to be that way. You 
can be relaxed and more productive as you work at your computer.  

 
Join us and learn to: 
 

µCreate a relaxed and open body that learns more easily 

µDiscover that staying focused is just a skill 

µSee how your body/mind connection can support your goals 
 
The icing on the cake ð A vital Life! 
 
Lisa Malik M.A., is an engaging motivational speaker, seminar 
leader, results coach, body worker, and founder of the Ageless Liv-
ing Educational Center. She has spent 18 years teaching people to 
recognize and stop un-productive habits and get results instead. Use 
her signature blend of body/mind techniques called the Maxitize 
Method and you will create success and enjoy living a vital and pros-
perous life. 
 
Invite your friends to come with you ð everyone will benefit from 
this eveningõs presentation. 
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What You Can  Bring 
to the 

 Meetings 
 

· Recyclables: 

Cell Phones  

 
CDs &  

Floppy Disks  

 
Ink Jet Cartridges  

 
Toner Cartridges 

 
Drink Cans & Bottles 

 

· Your checkbook  

to renew your member-
ship if the label on the 
back page of this newslet-
ter shows your expiration 
date is near. Why donõt 
you check it now? 

 

· Your smiling face! 

 
 

New Members 
Angel Diaz 

Joseph Skipper 

 
Renewing Members 

 

Edwin and  

Helen Blancher 

Charles Brogan 

Helaine Cummins 

Werner Freund 

Wendell Greenlee 

Bill Larsen 

Zeke Matevosian 

George Speck 

Tom Vogel 
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Special Interest Groups  
Specializing in the unique interests of our 

members  
Novices and experts are welcome  

Real Estate SIG  
First Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Mr. Ives Baggi will be the guest 

speaker.  Mr. Baggi is a private 

investor with years of experi-

ence in real estate investing and 

multilevel marketing.  

 
Cook8@aol.com 

 
Investment SIG  
Second Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

 ñ Open Forum Discussion ñ  
 

The What, Where, and  
How of Financial Investments. 

 
This monthõs meeting will be at 
Margie Bernathõs home. Call 
Marcie for directions. 

 
Marcie Green (818) 594-1272  
mercimarcie@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

Media SIG 
Third Monday  
@ 6:30 p.m.  

 
Questions regarding recording 
music and video are discussed. 

 
Nye-guy@juno.com 

 
 

Imaging SIG  
Second Thursday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  

 
If there is a project anyone has 
in mind, bring it in and weõll try 
to work on it. 

 
Meets upstairs, Granada Pavil-
ion 

 
Contact Susie Phelps 
sidecarsusie@earthlink.net 

Real Estate, Media and Web Design 
SIGS are held  at Nancy Cookõs home.          
818-349-1542 
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Web 
Design SIG  
Third Thursday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Now that the SIGs have their 
own web sites, those attending 
will learn about adding new fea-
tures. 
 
The upcoming meetings will  
focus on downloading a server 
program and learning what to do 
with it. This will be particularly 
interesting for those who donõt 
know they can create a server on 
their own machine. 
 
Next David wants everyone to 
learn about adding a contact 
manager.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linux SIG  
Fourth Thursday  
@ 6:00 p.m.  

 
Join the throng to see if you 
are interested in adding Kub-
untu to your partitioned sys-
tem, ask questions and get 
good answers from an expert. 

 
Attendees at Linux Kubuntu 
SIG explore the vast 23,000 file 
collection for new and useful 
items 

 
Meets at Nina Van Leeuwenõs 
ladynina1@gmail.com 
818-784-6144 

 
Bill Tracy 
tracium@sbcglobal.net 
818-618-8741  

Discount to TUGNET members 

Check with SIG leaders  
to confirm SIG meeting 

locations  
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Marianõs  
Memos  

M ARIANôS MEMOS    M ARIANôS M EMOS    M ARIANôS MEMOS  

YARD SALE  ð OCTOBER 16-17-18 
By the time you read this, the committee will be working hard sort-
ing, pricing, and otherwise getting ready for the big weekend sale. 
They do a terrific job, but they do need some additional help. If you 
can possibly find even an hour or so to run over to Nancyõs and 
give them a hand, it will truly make a big difference. 
 
If you arenõt sure how you can be useful, give Nancy a call: 818-349-
1542. Remember, items can be dropped off in her carport any time: 
9231 Encino Avenue, Northridge. Also call if you have items you 
need to have picked up. But hurry ð timeõs running out for dona-
tions. 
 
It takes a huge amount of cooperation to handle these yard sales, as 
past volunteers know. I want to remind you that the success of the 
yard sale is what enables us to pay the rent and continue our weekly 
meetings at the Granada Pavilion. I know you like this meeting 
place, so please do pitch in and help us stay there. 
 
 

H OLIDAY  DONATIONS  
The past few years we have collected socks at our Holiday Party 
meeting which were then donated to MEND (Meet Each Need with 
Dignity). Iõm pretty sure you are all familiar with the important work 
done by this organization. After talking with Mary Watanabe, our 
MEND liaison, weõve decided to change the items being  requested 
for collection this year.  
 
Mary explained that one of MENDõs goals is to fill the needs of ba-
bies born to the families needing help. As a result, we will be collect-
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8888 

ing baby food along with boxed cereals for the families (corn flakes, 
etc.). You may also donate diapers. 
 
Rather than collecting these items only at the Holiday Party, we will 
accept them every Tuesday from now on. In exchange you will re-
ceive a ticket for each item you donate. At the Holiday Meeting weõll 
have some very nice thank you gifts for a few winners whose tickets 
are picked. Be sure to hang on to those tickets you receive each 
week!  
 
 

REFURBISHING  PROJECT TO BE RESTARTED  
When asked about the support our refurbishing program would re-
ceive, about half those present raised their hands indicating theyõd 
participate. Okay, weõll be ready to start work in the near future.  
 
We now have a location in Canoga Park that is currently being read-
ied for this use. We have a lease so we wonõt experience some of the 
problems that were encountered in the past. It will also be set up so 
there will be space for everyone interested in participating in this 
very worthwhile effort. There will be ample space to accommodate 
as many computer components as are donated. 
 
Sound good? You bet! Stay tuned for when we can use your help. 
 
 

WWW.TUGNET .ORG 
Do remember to check our excellent web site for much of the infor-
mation you ask about. Go to Club Resources on the fly-out menu 
on the left to easily click to the dozens of Special Discount offers 
available to TUGNET members and friends. Also, check out the 
Past Meeting Recaps. The information given us by our presenters is 
there for your benefit. Kathy Koch does a terrific job keeping our 
award-winning site up to date. 
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Highlights of  
Recent Meetings  

Nero 9 with Harold Pfiffner 
(August 11) 
 
We welcomed a new face 
to our meeting this eve-
ning, Harold Pfiffner. Har-
old has been transferring 
his old vinyl recordings to 
CDs for some time now. 
He gave an interesting 
presentation showing us 
how he does this using 
Nero 9. What made this 
particularly interesting was 
how Nero differs from the 
previous software weõve 
seen demonstrated to give 
us our music on CDs. 
 
He pointed out that this 
procedure surely takes time 
but you have something to show for your efforts when you can play 
a completed CD. Getting used to the program and having it do just 
want you want takes a bit of playing around. When he listens to his 
old vinyl records, getting the òclicksó out is most important to him.  
 
Harold showed the various commands used to complete this task. 
These are steps to be taken: 
ÅLoading and playing back audio files 
ÅSelecting portions of audio files 
ÅInserting an audio file 
ÅMuting, normalizing, changing volume and fading in and out. 
ÅImproving audio files using enhancement commands. 


