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More Meetings

He also has a segment about our Flag, which we have not
seen.

You will remember that Jimmy is an American voice ac-
tor, ventriloquist, and former television host. He was a
pioneer voice for cartoons, including the voices of Yakky
Doodle Duck as well as Webster Webfoot and others dur-

ing his long career.

We welcome Jimmy back to TUGNET!

September 13
Sling Media

It will be great to have Desi Ambro- I &%

zak after such a long absence. His last S I H :g
visit was in 2008, so you know he will MoE D 1A
have a lot to talk about and show us as well. With the Slingbox
you will never miss your favorite TV shows and events when you’re
away from home. On the road, at work, or on vacation, a Slingbox
makes it easy to watch and control your home TV from virtually
anywhere, anytime on your desktop, laptop, tablet, or mobile
phone.

Watch Your TV on Your Mobile Phone or Tablet
Waiting for a flight? Kids getting bored? Need a TV fix? Keep your-
self, your family, or your friends entertained anytime, anywhere.

Tune in to your favorite TV shows—sports, special events, or any
live programming. Catch up on recorded shows or listen to music
channels. And it all fits in your pocket.

This will be most interesting meeting and 'm sure everyone will be
interested in these products, either for themselves or a special gift.



September 2011 www.tugnet.org

September 20
Corel’s VideoStudio Pro

Remember when we expected to see this webi-
nar in May? This time Evelyn promises to be
sure she’s on our Pacific Time. This is an im-
pressive program for anyone who uses a cam-
era, even if it’s in your phone. Practically eve-
ryone has the ability to shoot a video even if
you have never done so.

Corel VideoStudio Pro X4 is the powerful, creative and easy way to
take your video footage from shoot to show—fast. Quickly load,
organize and trim SD or HD video clips. Cut together your pro-
duction from templates and get creative with effects, music, titles,
transitions and more. Explore new Stop Motion Animation and
Time-Lapse tools, then export to 3D! It’s everything you need for
professional-quality video editing.

Come see what is possible for you. We have copies to give away
and although this will be a webinar, there will be opportunities for
Q & A. Plus, Evelyn is delightful and I know you will enjoy her.

September 27 e A
Computing 101 = e s LA RS
with Judy Taylour - PRSAERE

Judy always has an interesting and B -
educational presentation for us and e
this time she says she’ll be putting

together a presentation showing features of the Microsoft Photo
Gallery and Video Maker programs which most of you have in
your computers and then show the SW videos she has put together
using those programs.

L SRR A

She also has some Windows & stuff she found which will give us
an introduction to what’s coming. That’s a lot to fit into one eve-
ning, but I believe everyone will find something to remember.
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What You Can
Bring to the
Meetings

+ Recyclables:
Cell Phones

Ink Jet Cartridges
Toner Cartridges

Drink Cans & Bottles

Your checkbook

to renew your membership if
the label on the back page of
this newsletter shows your
expiration date is near. Why
don’t you check it now?

+  Your smiling face!

\J1/

Welcome!

Renewing Members

Aaron Augarten
Vel Augarten
Werner Freund
Wendell Greenlee
Sue Kennedy
Dave Sanborn (3 Years)

Eric Vartanian

Tip Powerful Advice

Before you select a new power supply based on its advertised
number of watts, read a few reviews. We’ve tested a 1,100-watt
unit that couldn’t reliably run an 800-watt top-end PC. On the
other hand, we found a 610-watt (PC Power & Cooling) and a
620-watt (Corsair) that could run the same 800-watt computer
for hours without a problem. You just can’t always trust the
numbers when it comes to PSUs.

From Smart Computing
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Special Interest Groups

Specializing in the unique interests of our
members

Novices and experts are welcome

Investment and
Real Estate
First Monday

@ 7:00 p.m.

The What, Where, and How of
Financial Investments.

Ed Jameson is arranging guest
speakers and information for all
attendees of these meetings.

Ed Jameson
ejameson(@verizon.net

Basic Computing
First Thursday
@ 7:00 p.m.

This is designed to help novices
get up to speed. If you have a
question as to how to do some-
thing, here is where you can get
an answer.

Bill Susel
runchummey@gmaﬂ.com

Imaging
Second Thursday
@ 7:00 p.m.

If there is a project anyone has in
mind, bring it in and we’ll try to
work on it as well.

Contact Susie Phelps

sidecarsusie(@earthlink.net

Web Design
Third Thursday
@ 7:00 p.m.

Those attending will learn about
adding new features to the web
sites they have created.

David Wendt
davedt@juno.com

The Above Listed SIGS
are held at
Nancy Cook’s home.
818-349-1542
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Linux SIG
Third Wednesday
@ 6:30 p.m.

Join the throng to see if you are
interested in adding Kubuntu to
your partitioned system, ask
questions and get good answers
from an expert.

Meets at

John Willauer
johnw(@willauers.net
818-704-7629

Astronomy SIG
Second Monday
@ 7:00 p.m.

Just forming, so get in your
preferences at this meeting.

Meets at Margie Bernath’s
818-491-5255

Easier Living SIG
Second Saturday
@ 2:00 p.m.

Meetings Temporarily
Suspended —
Watch for Next Meeting
Announcement

Ideas for Healthy, Vibrant,
Easier Living after Age 25

How to’s in cleaning
everything
What to ask your doctor
before surgery
What vitamins, etc., are better

Fun Stuff:
What to use for this, that and
the other thing

Doris Richards
dorisrichards@dslextreme.com

Check with SIG leaders
to confirm SIG meeting

locations

ay’s Computer Shop |
]] g{vnnest and g)liable servicempﬁ
13438 Sayre St.

Sylmar, CA 91342

818-362-8015

Discount to TUGNET members
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Marian’s
Memos

MARIANG MEMOS MARIANG MEMOS MARIANG MEMOS

As many of you at least suspect, getting the newsletter put together
and ready for printing is a major project each month. I am actu-
ally glad to do it because I think it’s not only worthwhile but
something which our members look forward to receiving. Some-
times, though, I wonder if I am correct in this. Do you read it?

As you have probably noticed, many of the articles included have
been written and published by other user groups. These are avail-
able to us and are a big help. I am always delighted when one of
our own members is willing to write about something they have
found interesting. And I think you enjoy those as well. Other
times [ include items I find interesting, hoping you will too.

[ wonder what articles you like best. What topics do you like to see
featured? If you are reading this, could I receive some feedback? Is
there something you’d like to see included in a future issue?

This month I also want to share with you some of the discussion
from our board meetings.

First, let me point out that late comers are getting to be a major
distraction. I know it is sometimes not possible to get to the Pavil-
ion by 7:00, and we do want you to take advantage of all the won-
derful presentations we are privileged to have. However, a policy
from the past that has been disregarded is being reinstated. If the
presentation has begun, please come in quietly and take an avail-
able seat which will be minimally disturbing to the rest of the au-
dience. Do not expect to be greeted, do not try to chat with any-
one, and do not expect to pick up your badge.
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Many do not realize that voices from the back of the room carry
beautifully to the front. Those of us in the front can hear every
word that 1s said. Meaning, of course, that the presenter hears this
as well, even when folks back there think they are talking quietly.
This has to stop!

If you arrive late, plan to pick up your badge as soon as we have
the break. Everyone is asked to keep your badge on until you take
your seat for the second part of the evening. When we begin the
remaining part of the meeting, you’ll be asked to pass your badge
and lanyard to the center aisle, where they will be collected with
minimal disturbance.

Let me point something out. Yes, the badges are used for door
prize drawings, but that is not the primary purpose. You don’t
learn each other’s names sitting, only during the break. It is during
the break that we talk to each other and by glancing at the badge,
you see the name of that person you do not know very well. And
that’s what the badges are really all about.

If you read “Why Join TUGNET?” in the newsletter, the SIG meet-
ings are one of the benefits of membership. SIGs have always been
meant as a way to funnel new members into the club. Our policy
has always been to invite a new person to attend one SIG meeting.
To continue attending they are expected to become a member.
This is a policy established long ago and in all fairness, it needs to
be recognized.

Would you like to have your fellow members know about your
business, or maybe a favorite of yours? We are inviting everyone to
submit camera-ready copy to be considered for the newsletter. It
can be a business card or larger. Rates will be available upon re-
quest.

I hope you will keep this in mind and bring it to the attention of
anyone you think might participate.

Thanks for your cooperation on all the above!
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Highlights of
Recent Meetings

Wolverine
(August 2)

Wolverine Data products empower their customers to effortlessly
safeguard and expand data storage. Their focus is to simplify how
people can backup, capture and share critical information, treas-
ured movies, photographs and music. Lightning-fast connectivity
and sleek, rugged design enable mobility among office and port-
able computers.

Matt Mardini, President, explained they
started with what they believed those us-
ing digital photography needed: a way to
download the memory cards to their
computers. Improvement in this area
continued for three years. About that
time they realized there were countless
hundreds, or thousands, of 35 mm slides
stored in boxes, etc. The original slide
scanner took too long to complete a
single scan.

Their F2D (Film to Digital) scanner

now includes a color LCD screen to

view images so one can decide if a par-

ticular slide should be converted and
basic editing is available. This scanner actually contains a digital
camera which takes a picture of the slide and that’s what makes it
so much faster, taking only 3 seconds to scan an image. In addi-
tion to 35 mm slides, it converts negatives and film strips, includ-
ing the old 110 size, black and white or color, to a digital picture
using a memory card for storage. It’s stand alone operation with
no computer or software required to operate is unique.
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Another product shown was their SNaP which digitizes slides and
negatives as does the F2D but, in addition, digitizes photos of all
sizes up to 5x7 in seconds.

Also demonstrated was their PASS, a hand scanner for black and
white or color photos, documents, magazines, newspapers, books,
etc. It 1s battery powered and portable to scan on the fly. Easy to
use - no computer, software or outlet required for operation and is
small enough to toss in your bag. It saves scans directly to a Micro-
SD memory card at a scan resolution of 600/300 dpi, user select-
able. It includes OCR software which is free for anyone to
download from their website.

Very special pricing on all their products was available to
TUGNET members and guests.

Thank you very much, Matt, for an outstanding presentation. Eve-
ryone appreciated seeing these fine products up close and personal.

www.wolverinedata.com

Open Education
(August 9)

We had our own John Willauer to tell us about various education
opportunities. John first reminded us of FOSS = Free and Open
Source Software.

He then asked us, “What 1s Education?” His answers:

< The process of acquiring basic knowledge and important basic
life skills.

< Basic for learning advanced skills

< Makes a person more attractive in the job market

To achieve this, one needs pre-school, elementary school, high
school and college, perhaps industrial training and a general
interest in readying themselves for something.
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His evaluation of today’s education is that everyone is treated alike
and will learn what is taught. However, as we know, there are many
successful people who did not complete their education because
they didn’t fit the pattern of learning.

There are alternatives such as Home Schooling, Charter Schools,
and on-line schools which include K12.com and Choice 2000,
which is the first fully accredited online charter high school.
www.choice2000.org

K12 is focused on being available to any child, anywhere, who can
benefit from an individualized approach, whether it is full-time
schooling outside of the traditional brick-and-mortar school, or
through part-time or supplemental options available both inside
and outside of the traditional classroom. www.k12.com

However, he focused on the Khan Academy. If you aren’t familiar
with the Khan Academy, it is a free online school where students
can watch instructional videos that teach them about diverse top-
ics. It 1s being touted as a revolutionizing force in education; ab-
stract education. With a library of over 2,400 videos covering every-
thing from arithmetic to phys-
ics, finance, and history and
125 practice exercises, they're
on a mission to help you learn
whatever you want, whenever
you want, at your own pace.
www.khanacademy.org

Thank you, John, for this in-
formation which may enable
some of our members to en-

rich themselves or have some
suggestions for their families
who might be struggling with
educational issues.
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Word 2010- What’s New and Cool

with Bruce Aronson

(August 16)

Since the majority of those using a word
processor use Microsoft’s Word, Bruce
Aronson came to help everyone acquaint
themselves with the latest version.

With experience going back to when MS
Word was DOS-based and first introduced
(that was 1985 and Bruce was only four
years old), and continuing to the present
day, Bruce has taught executive audiences
how to gain a new platform for their
ideas, new respect for their careers and their causes, by using Mi-
crosoft’s global standard for conveying ideas in writing.

“With the release of MS Word 2010, one thing is absolutely cer-
tain: Microsoft has a best of breed, world-class software package,
filled with new features that have amazed and delighted most
folks,” says Bruce.

Bruce began by stating that what used to be called ‘Menus’ have
now become ‘Ribbons.” He showed how to find the various com-
mands that are most commonly used and where they are available.
He also showed the features he cannot live without, including
‘Auto Correct’ which he feels the majority of users don’t use as
fully as they should. Using ‘Control I’ will easily remove a change
you don’t want. He is excited about the ‘Real Time Preview’ to
show how the proposed change will look.

He finds ‘Review’ is valuable when it shows two versions of a docu-
ment: one with changes, the other the original. He likes the
changes being shown in a list on the side.

A set of colors, fonts, etc. that used to be called ‘Themes’ 1s now
called ‘Schemes,” except in Publisher. Publisher is a part of Office
that he feels is underused since it does its job so well.
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Another command he finds extremely useful is in the ‘Print’ area
where you can set a document to be printed on both sides. How
handy 1s that for not wasting a lot of paper!

The graphic editing features now included =
in Word are impressive in that some edit-
ing of pictures can be accomplished with-
out moving to another program.

Bruce ended his presentation stating this
is the “World’s Greatest Word Processor.”

Thank you, Bruce, for a very good look at
the fine features in Word 2010.

Tech Talk—Virtual Computing
With Jay Ross
(August 23)

We were delighted to have our own Jay Ross here this evening to
make us better acquainted with installing and running a Virtual PC
in Windows 7. Virtualization is somewhat like the RAM disk we
used to use, but it has many new advantages, among them being:

¢ Create an XP machine in a Windows 7window - Using Win-
dows Virtual PC software from Microsoft downloads you can
run older programs smoothly without having to cripple them to
run in “Compatibility Mode.” XP mode 1s free - with a Windows
7 (Professional or Ultimate) license you can download the Win-
dows XP operating system designed to run applications in this
Virtual PC at no charge.

« Security - Viruses and malware code stay on the virtual machine
and disappear when you reboot. They do not transfer nor affect

your main operating system or files.

e A virtual PC is like a ‘Sandbox’ - install and test suspicious
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programs on your Virtual PC and when satisfied with their
reliability, only then install them to your main operating sys-
tem.
¢ Seamless Integration - you can:
 Print directly to connected printers
« Load and copy files to a USB external or flash drive
» Transfer text or data between applications running on
your Virtual PC and your Main system using the Clip-
board
o Start applications in a Virtual Window by clicking on a
shortcut icon on your main desktop. He explained that
Microsoft’s goal with XP” mode was to reduce the code
in Windows 7 by removing the legacy code needed for
older programs to run. Windows 7 Professional & Ulti-
mate has this feature available in 3 downloadable files
at: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/virtual-PC/

download.aspx

He also ran a YouTube video that showed how to download, in-
stall and setup Windows XPin a Virtual PC window.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?>v=ZEnZTW59¢4

You can setup a Virtual PC in Windows 7 Home Premium using
the same operating system as the main machine, but you are not
supposed to (???) run Windows XP there. This gives you the Secu-
rity, Sandbox, and Seamless Integration features. Windows XP
(Professional with Service Pack 3) and Windows Vista (Ultimate)
can also setup a Virtual PC window running their same operating
systems using Virtual PC 2007 software, but integration is not as
seamless as with the Windows Virtual PC software on Windows 7.

Once it 1s 1nstalled, the Windows XP Mode Virtual PC will show
up as a separate folder in the ‘All Programs’ Menu of your Main
Windows 7 Start Menu. The applications you install onto the Vir-
tual PC will show up as entries in that folder. You can also copy a
shortcut to any of those applications onto your main Windows 7
desktop. A click on that shortcut icon will then start the Virtual
(See Virtual Computing, page 22)
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Door Prize Winners

August 2
Wolverine Hand Scanner: Margie Bernath
Wolverine F2D: Bill Susel

Wolverine Snap: Alberta Schechtman

August 9
CPU Issue: Conrad Lalicker
Pinot Noir Oyster Bay: A.J. Camou
HDMI 1.3¢ Cable: Mel Ader
HHSA Reusable Bag: Dwight Randall
Scan Jar Opener: Susie Phelps
Monitor Apron: Wendell Greenlee

August 16
PTM - Personal Time Management with Outlook 2003 or 2007 Jay
Ross and Maury Whitaker
Lindt Swiss Chocolate Bar (from Bruce Aronson): Paul Flynn
redhat Soda Can Holder: Mary Watanabe
IOGEAR Playing Cards: Marian Radcliffe
Konica Minolta Reusable Bag: Nancy Cook

August 23
APC Lined Reusable Bag w/pocket: Sue Kennedy
Banana Stress Reliever: Marv Harris
CyberClean Compound: Helaine Cummins
Smart Computing Issue: Nancy Cook
Jar Opener: Jeff Marcus
Nero Burn Express: Conrad Lalicker
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Article

Best Free Software
Now Includes iPad
and Android Apps

by Ira Wilsker

Columnist
iwilsker@sbcglobal.net

[ am frequently asked about information and sources of free soft-
ware, and my most frequent response has had something to do
with Gizmo, and his comprehensive website techsupportalert.com.
Gizmo, also known as Gizmo Richards, is really Ian Richards, an
Australian, who has been active 1in the hardware and software in-
dustries for many years, and has developed an enviable reputation
as the senior editor of a major computer publication. Gizmo com-
piled a list of 46 free software programs as a lark, and intended it
for internal use, but when his list went viral, Gizmo attained celeb-
rity status.

Now, Gizmo’s TechSupportAlert.com lists over 200 categories of
free software, each product rated by his sizeable community of vol-
unteers. According to Gizmo on techsupportalert.com/about-this-
site, “Gizmo’s Freeware is a non-commercial community website
staffed entirely by volunteers. Our primary function is to help you
select the best freeware product for your particular needs. The best
freeware programs are as good as or better than their commercial
counterparts, but finding the most appropriate program can be
challenging. Sure, there are dozens of freeware download sites on
the web, but few of these actually help you select the best program
for your needs. That’s what we do here. No downloads, just honest
advice and useful guidance. It’s honest because this is a commu-
nity-based site staffed by volunteers and we have no commercial
affiliations.”
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TechSupportAlert.com is continuously revised, with new and up-
dated categories of software appearing on a daily basis. I personally
use Gizmo regularly to locate software for my own use, as well as
make recommendations to others seeking free software solutions.
One section that I visit several times a week 1s Gizmo’s “The Edi-
tors’ Choice List: Our Selection of the Best PC Freeware” at
www.techsupportalert.com/content/top-freeware-picks-category-
editors.htm. According to Gizmo, “This really is a ‘best of the best’
list. Most of the products in this list have been awarded the cov-
eted ‘Gizmo’s Top’ pick award signifying they are the best free
product in their class.”

The top pick awards are decided not by Gizmo personally, but the
sizable community of volunteers who evaluate the software. On
this page is a searchable menu, sorted by type of software, which
makes it easy to locate the best of any category. Several of the cate-
gories not only list the top picks along with links to the latest re-
view, but sometimes also discusses close finishers that have some
substantial benefits or advantages.

Gizmo 1s not a download site, but has the links to the software
publishers” web sites where the software can be safely downloaded.
This listing of ‘best’ free software may be a wise choice to peruse
prior to purchasing any commercial software, as many of the free
products are very competitive (and sometimes superior) to their
commercial counterparts.

With the expanding of popularity of Apple iPads and Google An-
droid devices, Gizmo has expanded its ratings to cover those plat-
forms. The Gizmo ‘Best Free iPad Apps’ list at
www.techsupportalert.com/best-free-ipad-apps.htm offers the user a
wide selection of top-rated apps, along with instructions for
downloading and installation. Similar to the PC directory of top
rated free software, this ‘Best’ list 1s both menu driven and search-
able. According to Gizmo, “ ... here at Gizmo’s Freeware, we only
select the best from the free ones that work best on your iPad.”
The menu for the free iPad apps is divided into 10 broad catego-
ries, with each category divided into a more detailed directory of
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the best apps. Each of these apps in the “Best” category have been
tested and evaluated by Gizmo’s iPad community, and rated as the
best app in their respective categories.

While the 1Pad apps listed were explicitly tested and rated for iPads,
many of the listed have a blue plus sign on the bottom-right corner
of their icon or logo, which means that that particular app is “ ...
designed for or compatible with not only iPad, but also iPhone and
iPod touch.” T just checked, and the Apple App Store currently lists
nearly 400,000 available apps, but by utilizing the Gizmo “Best Free
iPad Apps” list, the user is likely to find the best free apps for his
purposes.

Google’s Android operating system is showing up on smart phones,
tablets, and other mobile devices. Google currently lists over
200,000 Android apps in its Android Market, but many of them are
not free. Gizmo says, “To help you get the best of the free ones, we
have selected some gems in each category and added them here in a
single convenient list with clear and brief descriptions of each appli-
cation item.” The Gizmo ‘Best Free Android Apps’ is online at
www.techsupportalert.com/best-free-android-apps.htm. The search-
able menu is divided into 11 categories, with each category having a
list of sub-categories, making the best apps easy to find.

To download and install one of the listed ‘Best” Android Apps,
“Move your mouse over the program icons and scan the QR Code
images on this page with your device’s bar code scanner; or click
the program titles below in your PC’s browser or tap them in An-
droid’s browser, then install the apps from the Android Market.”
Using a browser on my desktop computer, when moving my mouse
over the logo or icon for a selected Android App, a large QR
(Quick Response) code appears on the screen, which can be read by
the camera in the Android device, which connects directly to the
site to download the app.

It sounds complicated, but is actually very fast and easy, and makes
downloading the ‘Best’ free Android apps an effortless activity. For
those who may not be comfortable with using optically scanned
QR codes, simply clicking on the selected program icon will take
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the user directly to Google’s Android Market where the ‘Install’
button will start the installation process.

I have found Gizmo’s TechSupportAlert.com to be an invaluable
resource, and can strongly recommend it not just for PCs, but for
1Pad and Android devices as well.

(Virtual Computing, from page 17)

PC window and the application inside of it automatically. It is
also wise to make a separate backup copy of your Virtual PC
space with system, applications and data files to an external USB
hard drive or large capacity flash drive.

Another use of a Virtual PC window is to install your Internet
browser and an antivirus program into it and use it to surf the
web and download files. Any viruses or malware 1t picks up will
stay on the virtual machine and not affect your main system.
Run the antivirus software to keep it clean, but if an unknown
virus gets on your virtual machine, simply delete the Virtual PC
and the virus or malware is gone! Then you can install a new
clean Virtual PC from your backup. It is much easier than refor-
matting your whole hard drive and installing everything again.

If you are going to run a Vir-
tual PC on your machine, your
system should have the ability
to permanently turn on access
to virtual machines in its sys-
tems BIOS, have at least 2GB
of memory and have 20 GB of
free contiguous disk space.

Thank you very much, Jay, for
an outstanding program on a
topic of interest to everyone.
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Article

Slide Scanning 2011

By Greg Skalka

UCHUG

(Under the Computer Hood UG), California
www.uchug.org

president@uchug.org

On the morning of October 22, 2007, my family, like many others
in northern San Diego County, awoke to the threat of wildfires
moving into urban areas. Though we were under mandatory
evacuation orders, the need to leave was not urgent, so we were
able to pack up our four cars over several hours. All the irreplace-
able and important items we could fit were loaded, including
photo albums, computer cases, external hard drives and my collec-
tion of 35 mm slides. We headed up to Orange County to stay for
a few days, and fortunately had a house to return to.

Though our neighborhood was never really threatened, the experi-
ence left an impression on me. 've owned a digital camera for 11
years, and all of the 40,000 digital photos I had taken in that time
were easily transported with us on a single external hard drive. Be-
cause I also kept a backup of these files in another geographic loca-
tion, I was even less concerned about their safety. My collection of
7300 slides taken over 32 years was a big concern, however, since
they occupied two large boxes and were the only copies I had.

Though I already owned three film scanners at the time, I had
never gotten around to starting the scanning process, as I was still
searching for that elusive perfect scanning method. I spent more
time researching scanning options after the fires, bought a fourth
scanner (a PrimeFilm 3600u film scanner) and outlined my new
scanning plan in the film scanning presentation I gave to our
group in 2008 (which can be viewed at www.uchug.org/
Presentations/Slide%20Scanning.pdf).
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Three years have passed since then, and I’'ve only scanned a few
slides. Unfortunately, I've found dealing with these thousands of
slides is a daunting task. I'd found a scanner that provided good
results, but with a scan time of 1 to 4 minutes each, I’d need to
spend the equivalent of 3 to 12 work weeks (of 40 hours each) to
complete the task. I could hire out the job, but even Costco’s
photo services would charge $2100 to scan all my slides. Faced
with a large cost in either time or money, I wound up doing noth-
ing, and so my slides still sit in film form, vulnerable and degrad-
ing over time.

Fortunately my procrastination has managed to be beneficial, as
there are now new film scanning devices available with much
shorter scan times. One of these is the Wolverine Data F2D300
35mm film to digital converter (www.wolverinedata.com). It ap-
pears to contain the guts of a digital camera, so it captures the im-
age quickly all at once, rather than in a slow scan. It does not even
require a computer, storing the photo files in a small internal
memory or a removable SD memory card.

The unit is powered from an AC adapter and cable. The cable has
a small connector on one end (for the scanner) and a USB connec-
tor on the other. The scanner can be powered from AC by plug-
ging the cable USB end into the power adapter, or the unit can be
powered from any USB port by using only the cable.

Operation is simple, with only four buttons on the top of the unit.
The control menus and the image to be scanned are displayed on a
2.4” LCD display on the front of the device. The scanner can be
set to scan slides, negatives and black & white (negatives, I pre-
sume).

Two plastic scanning trays are provided. One tray holds up to four
slides in their cardstock or plastic mounts; the other holds strip
negatives (up to six 35mm images). The trays have a hinged cover
with magnetic latches to hold it closed. The slide tray is easy to
load; the negative tray requires more effort to align the film’s
notches with pegs on the tray’s base. A loaded tray is inserted into
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an opening on the right side on the scanner near the base and then
protrudes out the other side. The tray is shifted to allow each slide
to be scanned. Detents in the tray help index the tray for each slide
or negative, but you can also use the display to make sure the tray
is lined up in the scanner correctly.

It is best to place the slide or negative in the tray so that the image
in the display has the correct orientation, but there is also a menu
selection to flip or mirror the image before scanning. The bright-
ness of the image can be adjusted to some degree before scanning
through an adjustment to the internal LED backlight. The bright-
ness can be set to one of seven levels from -3 to +3 (+3 being the
brightest, and 0 assumed to be nominal). By some degree, I mean
that the “camera” inside the device also appears to have an auto-
matic exposure feature that compensates for the brightness adjust-
ment at times. This means that a change in the brightness setting
does not always result in a visible change to the resulting image.

To scan, the OK/COPY button is pressed once; the scan takes only
a couple of seconds. The unit then displays a save/edit menu. A
second button press saves the captured image to either the internal
25 MB memory or a memory card in the external SD memory card
slot. I have only tried a 2 GB SD card in the slot, though the prod-
uct’s box says it is also compatible with SDHC (though this is the
only documentation that indicates SDHC capability). The save/
edit menu also allows the image to be rotated 90 degrees in either
direction (for portrait vs. landscape orientation), though it appears
it only changes to portrait mode on the scanner’s display. All of
my saved images remained in landscape orientation.

The scanner claims a 7.3 megapixel image, which was confirmed by
the 3312 x 2208 (nominal) image files I captured. The files are
saved in JPEG format with fairly strong compression; the typical
image file size is 1.4 to 1.8 MB. The scans I made were of good
resolution, with no noticeable compression artifacts. The unit I
tested appeared to crop the slide slightly, so the slide mount was
not at all visible. I made scans of slides and color negatives and
both came out well.
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To copy the photo files to a computer, you can simply remove the
SD card. The unit must be connected to a USB port on a com-
puter (through the power/data cable) to copy any files stored in
internal memory. The scanner can be set to provide a slide show of
stored 1mages on its LCD screen. The unit can also display on a
TV with a display cable (which is not included), per the documen-
tation.

Overall, I found the unit I tested worked well, providing a reason-
able image very quickly. Even allowing an average of 10 seconds
per slide to scan (to allow for tray loading), I could scan my entire
slide collection in only 20 hours. This would give me a good qual-
ity copy of all my slides in a short period of time. I could then use
my high-resolution PrimeFilm scanner on only the select few slides
where a better quality scan might be needed in the future.

The only suggestions for changes or improvements to the
Wolverine Data F2D300 I found are:

* Provide a JPEG compression adjustment, so that images can
be saved at higher quality. The high JPEG compression is my
main gripe about the unit.

 Provide a way to disable the automatic exposure feature, so
the brightness adjustment works better.

 Provide a way to set the date and time in the JPEG file, so it
can be set to reflect when the original photo was taken. The
unit currently saves the JPEG files with a timestamp from an
internal clock that starts from 1/1/2008 at 12:00 PM each time
the device is powered on.

Overall, I found the Wolverine Data F2D300 to be a good value.
While I’d prefer it saved images with a lower compression, or ide-
ally with a lossless compression like PNG, its ability to scan so
quickly makes it useful when there are a lot of slides or negatives
to scan. It may not scan with the highest resolution, but it is defi-
nitely among the fastest.
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Chapter 2 - When Two is not Better Than One

The Wolverine Data F2D300 unit I used for this review was loaned
to me by a member of my user group who won it at the 2011
Southwest Computer Conference (it was donated to the conference
by Wolverine Data). After seeing how well it worked and how
quickly it could scan slides, I purchased one for myself.

Unfortunately, my unit did not work quite as well as the borrowed
one. Instead of cropping the slide image slightly, my scanner had a
slightly wider view, so that the rounded inside corners of the slide
mount are barely visible. This is not a problem in my estimation; I
actually prefer this, so I can crop it myself later if desired. Unfortu-
nately, the images captured are also slightly out of focus. The prob-
lem cannot be seen on the scanner display, but is apparent when
viewing the images full-screen on a computer display. The files cap-
tured by the borrowed scanner are noticeably clearer by compari-
son.

I called the support number provided with the product (Irvine, CA
area code) and was quickly connected to tech support. The person
I spoke with confirmed that the focus problem could not be cor-
rected by any adjustment, and that they would provide me with an
RMA number to return it. Since I purchased it from Costco
(online), I elected to save the return postage that I presumed I
would need to pay, and instead returned it to Costco (at a store). I
then ordered another F2D300 scanner.

My second slide scanner was a keeper. The image was slightly
clearer than even the borrowed scanner. Like the borrowed scan-
ner, the image was slightly cropped, but this new one also had the
image shifted down slightly. [ am dismayed that this product does
not appear to be very consistent between units in image quality,
but at least I got one that I am happy with on the second try. 'm
not interested in rolling the dice again. Now I can get my slides
digitized before the fire season this fall.

MO
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Review
Corel Paint Shop
Photo Pro X3 Ultimate

by Sharon Rump
Sarasota PCUG, Florida
WWW.spcug.org

[ have been using other products for years to edit photos. When I
was given the opportunity to check out Corel’s latest offering,
PaintShop Photo Pro X3 Ultimate, 1 eagerly jumped in to learn
something new. I was very excited to open the box and find two
small books included. The first one was the ‘Getting Started Guide’
which just walks you through what you can do with this program.
The second, the ‘User Guide,” while small, packs a lot of helpful
information to get you on your way to working with all of the fea-
tures offered in this program. Little software comes with a printed
guide and that is what I find the easiest to use when you have a
particular issue you want to find out about.

Installation was very simple with no problems. When I opened the
program I was a bit disappointed as the work area was black which
[ really do not prefer. But, the program that I have used for a long
time has gone to a dark background so I guess it must make the
image that you are working with stand out more and after a while,
you get used to it.

The program includes the ‘Organizer,” ‘Express Lab’ and ‘Full Edi-
tor.”

Corel PaintShop Photo ‘Organizer’ allows you to look at all of the
photos on your computer and you can choose the size to view, the
order in which to view (time taken, file size, name, format), the
EXIF information and the ability to rate your images. Here you
will find everything you could possibly want to know about an
image.



September 2011 www.tugnet.org Page 29

The ‘Express Lab’ presents many tools to quickly make edits to an
image, many of them with one simple click.

Upon opening the ‘Full Editor’ the first thing that I noted was
‘The Learning Center’ which is a pallet down the left side of the
workspace. There are lots of options which include ‘Get Photos,’
‘Adjust,” ‘Retouch and Restore,” ‘Collage,” “Text and Graphics,’
‘Effects’ and ‘Print and Share.” Clicking on each of these options
opens up a more detailed listing to give you more content to help
with your learning.

There is also a ‘Corel Guide’ which is available from the Help
menu or by clicking a small round red button on the right hand
side of the screen. This opens up a window that has lots of hyper-
links to tutorials that are being added to the Corel website, tem-
plates and new styles available for download as they become avail-
able, trial software available from Corel and updates and improve-
ments to the program. I was very impressed with all of the learning
tools available.

There are lots of automatic things that you can use on an image
when you aren’t quite sure how to tweak or enhance an image and
then if it 1sn’t exactly what you want you simply use the History
Palette to undo that step.

Palettes of the features available are simply turned on and off with
a simple click so that you can set up your work area to meet your
specific needs. Sometimes [ seem to click the wrong place and
things disappear. That is another learning opportunity as when I
search to find out how to undo something that I lost I generally
find some new things.

One of the new features is the ‘Object Extractor’ which makes it
easy to take something out of a picture and place it somewhere
else. Since working with photo editing programs, I have learned
that you should never rely on what you see in a picture as these
programs make just about anything you can imagine possible.
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The ‘Smart Carver’ tool will also let you remove an object from an
image and then you can change the scale of an image. It did a
good job to make me look a lot thinner with no one else the wiser.

There are batch processing options that allow you to change the
type of images you have or simply rename them with options you
prefer. Most of the time an original image from a camera has a
name that you would not be able to use to identify your image and
these tools make it much easier.

There is a monitor calibration wizard that will help you adjust the
contrast, brightness and color so you are seeing your work in the
closest to natural colors as possible. You can pay big bucks to do
this and Corel includes it in this program that is packed full of
possibilities.

Also included on the CD is ‘Project Creator’ that will guide you in
creating a photo book, greeting card, collage, calendar or slide-
show. I had so much fun creating a few projects and it really
makes you look like a pro with all of the included templates. You
can print these yourself or order them online directly from the
program. There is also the capability of posting your photos or
video that you create on Facebook, Flickr or YouTube.

There is so much packed into this one little box that I can’t believe
it retails for only $39.99 directly from the website at
www.corel.com.

Editor’s Note: Remember the special discount to user group
members gives you 20% off when ordering online.

Tip Google Toolbar

If you want to prevent the Google toolbar from saving searches,
click the Google button, choose Options from the drop-down
menu, choose the ‘More’ tab, deselect ‘Save The Search History
Across Browser Sessions,” and click ‘Apply’ and ‘OK.” Then click
the Google button and click ‘Clear Search History.’
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Article

Deal of the Day Websites

By Sharon Housley

With the economy in a questionable state, everyone is looking for
a good deal. Savvy business owners have jumped at the opportu-
nity to carve out a niche for themselves in the struggling economy.
Coupon and Deal-Of-The-Day websites have become extremely
popular. Everyone is getting into the action, from large conglomer-
ate websites to small specialty shops, and many now have some
sort of Deal-Of-The-Day special where an item is offered at a sig-
nificant discount for a specified and limited period of time. While
the Deal-Of-The-Day websites were originally designed to capture
impulse purchasers, many financially-conscious penny-pinching
shoppers are now monitoring these sites regularly, in search of
good deals on products they might need.

Everybody loves a bargain! Where should you look for a bargain?

Software Deal Of The Day WebSites

Software Deal Of The Day

Software-DOD.com features popular software titles, with a new
discounted application available each day. The software discounts
range from 10-90% off of list prices, and the featured software is
only available at the discounted price for twenty-four hours. Soft-
ware-DOD.com also includes “second chance” offers, which are
offers designed for people who missed the primary Deal Of The
Day offer. The second chance offers are still discounted below the
normal price, but not as deeply discounted as the primary Deal Of
The Day offer was.

www.software-dod.com

Bits Du Jour
Every day, Bits Du Jour offers 24-hour discount deals on Windows
software applications or web services. They feature deals at a
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substantial discount, and the discount is available for that day
only. www.bitsdujour.com

Give Away Of The Day

Every day, GAOTD offers one software title that will be a Give-
away title for that day. The software will be available for download
for 24 hours (or more, if agreed on by the software publisher), and
that software will be absolutely free during that time. The GAOTD
featured product is not a trial version, and not a limited version -
it's a registered and legal version of the software, and free for the
website visitors.

www.giveawayoftheday.com

(there is also a ‘game’ version of Give Away Of The Day available
at: http://game.giveawayoftheday.com)

GameDuJour

Game du Jour is a One Deal a Day website featuring indie and cas-
ual PC games. Every day of the week, GameDuJour.com sells one
popular downloadable game at a deep discount. But the clock is
ticking, and each deal expires at the end of the day. Visitors to
GameDuJour.com can download the GameDuJour game, try it,
and buy it at a big discount until midnight Central Time. Then
it’s a whole new game - the clock is reset and another game is of-
fered at a bargain price.

www.gamedujour.com

Electronics Deal Of The Day Websites

Woot

Woot.com is an online store and community that focuses on sell-
ing cool stuff cheap. It started out as an employee-store / market-
testing outlet for an electronics distributor, but it’s taken on a life
of its own, offering a variety of items, typically electronics and te-
chie toys, at discount prices for a single day.

WWW.woot.com

LunarLoot
Daily discount deal on electronic products. Every 24 hours a new
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item is made available. www.lunarloot.com

Yugster

Yugster is a website that sells cool stuff at prices that typically can-
not be beat. An item is Yours Until Gone (YUG)! Everyday they
offer a new product at 6 a.m. EST, and when it is gone, it is gone.
They also offer an additional unique option - if you register and
become a ‘Yugster’ (free), you get their daily offers a day before
everyone else. Just log into the Yugster website as a registered Yug-
ster, and you’ll not only see that day’s Daily Offer, but you'll also
have access to a special ‘Sneak Preview’ offer for the offer sched-
uled for the next day. Registered Yugsters can also receive emails
containing a heads-up on items available, and access to additional
and special ‘private’ offers that aren’t included on the website.
www.yugster.com

Atomic Deals

Atomic deals is a reverse-price auction. The price of the offered
item drops continually, until the item is sold out. Each day, new
products are added to the site with three new deals going live every
midnight CST. When an item ‘goes live’ the AtomicDeals falling-
price auction begins, and the price starts to fall. The price will con-
tinue to fall until time runs out or until the item sells out.
www.atomicdeals.com

1 Sale A Day

1 Sale A Day is a daily deal website, offering one deeply-discounted
product every day, hence the name 1SaleADay. The product is only
available for a 24-hour period, and expires daily at midnight (EST).
It is then replaced with a new discounted product for the follow-
ing day.

www. 1saleaday.com

New Day, New Deal

A single item is available each day at a discounted price. When the
item is sold out, the deal ends. New products are available each
day.

www.newdaynewdeal.com
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Other Deal Of The Day Websites

Crazy Mom Deal

This 1s another site offering one deal each day, with limited quanti-
ties. Prices are discounted, and when the product is sold out, the
deal 1s done. Products are designed to appeal to Moms!
www.crazymomdeals.com

Daily Gem Deals

DailyGemDeals.com (DGD) is an online retailer that sells only
authentic, high-quality jewelry at deep discount prices. DGD is dif-
ferent from the traditional online stores, which offer thousands of
products at a variety of prices. Instead, DailyGemDeals offers one
product at a time, at the best possible price. A single product is
featured for 24 hours, ending at Midnight EST. Once the 24-hour
period ends, the next product is featured until the following night.
http://dailygemdeals.com

MyDailySteal

The Daily Steal is posted every night at Midnight CST. The prod-
uct offered is always in brand new, from-the-factory condition,
never used or refurbished. They only sell one product per day, of-
fered until their inventory is gone. They may have 10 or 10,000
units available at the posted price - the quantities are not listed,
and when the items are sold out, the deal ends.
www.mydailysteal.com

GoingToday

Going Today will offer one item every day until it is sold out.
Their products are generally geared towards the musician geek!
New items are posted each night at Midnight EST.
www.goingtoday.com

Shnoop

Schnoop.com is an online store that focuses on selling general
merchandise at very cheap prices. They offer one item each day,
but unlike the other ‘one item per day’ websites, Schnoop.com
gives you a chance to buy the previous day’s item as well, until it is
sold out. Items are in stock and ship out within 2-4 business days.
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They release a new item every 24 hours at 9PM EST.
www.shnoop.com

Deal of the Day Roundups:

The following websites are designed to track the daily deals. They
monitor Deal Of The Day websites, and list the various deals in
groups. The websites update daily to reflect the new deals that are
available.

DealSucker - http://www.dealsucker.com
DODTracker - http://www.dodtracker.com
ZeroDay Deals - http://www.zerodaydeals.com
BargainJack - http://www.bargainjack.com

If you are conscious about your spending, consider monitoring
these Deal Of The Day websites. Some of the offered discounts are
significant. Deal sites are timely, as the discounts are only available
for a limited time. Additionally, the websites update on a very
regular basis.

About the Author:

Sharon Housley manages marketing for FeedForAll (http://
www.feedforall.com) software for creating, editing, publishing RSS feeds
and podcasts. In addition Sharon manages marketing for RecordForAll
(http://www.recordforall.com) audio recording and editing software.

Klassic Specialties

Check out Klassic Specialties at
http:/ /www.klassicspecialties.com/tugnet.html
TUGNET members receive a 5% discount and
TUGNET receives 5% of members’ purchases.
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Are You Experiencing
Technical Difficulties?

HelpContact is a FREE service to members of TUGNET only. The
following volunteers have offered to field questions with software and
hardware listed. Please be considerate of the volunteer you are
contacting. If you@l like to have your name added to the list, call
or e-mail the editor. Need help on a subject and there@ no name listed
for it? Try calling one of the SIG leaders.

DOS
Jim Burton
iimbo1928@pacbell.net Photoshop (and related products)
818-344-5300 Helaine Cummins

. helainebc@verizon.net
Hardware Installation 818 891-2568 or cell: 818 523-6650
Jay Cunnington
Jay@jayscomputershop.com Quickbooks Pro 5
www.jayscomputershop.com Rich Kimmell
818-362-8015

sales@brakelathe.net

Internet Explorer
Jay Cunnington
(See Hardware Installation™)

Windows
Jay Cunnington
(See “Hardware Installation”)

Linux ‘
Bill Tracy Jim Burton
tracium@sbcglobal.net (See “DOS”)
818-618-8741
Word
Microsoft Publisher Marcie Green
Kay Winnert merci2mar@yahoo.com
lazydazy@winnert.com 818-594-1272
818-884-9441
WordPerfect
Outlook Express Marian Radcliffe
TUG2Marian@att.net

Jay Cunnington

(See “Hardware Installation™) .
Marcie Green

Print Artist (See “Word”)
im B
%lsrene “ggsr’l’) Susan Kennedy

flamingfury@intergate.com
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DOOR PRIZE POLICY

Only members are eligible to win a door prize.
Members must also attend the full presentation
in order to qualify for that night8 drawing.
This is the arrangement that the vendors who
donate the door prizes expect and that is the
policy we will follow for all meetings. To reduce
the distraction of the seated audience and the
presenter, registration and the distribution of
name badges will cease at the start of the
presentation. Those members not yet registered,
but who are present at the start of the
presentation will be registered and given their
badges during the break. Members arriving
more than ten minutes after the presentation
began have not met the attendance requirement
and will not be eligible for the drawing.

Why Join TUGNET?

There are many reasons why you will
benefit from a TUGNET membership.
Here are a few of the most obvious:

Weekly Meetings where you'll see the
latest and greatest computer products
presented by well-known, as well as
lesser-known, industry representatives.

Special Pricing often offered only to
TUGNET members.

Door Prizes at the weekly meetings.

Other Special Offers that regularly

come to us .

Monthly Newsletter, Keywords,
delivered to your mail box.

Special Interest Groups on a variety
of subjects.

Help with computer-related problems,
both at the meetings and via our
“Help Contacts.”

Products that become yours when the
editor accepts your written review.

Late-breaking information and
offers e-mailed to members only.

Volunteer opportunity to help with
the many activities that keep
TUGNET a viable organization.

Is that enough? Okay, you’ll find a
membership application on Page 39 in
this newsletter!
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Sunday

11

18

25

5

Monday

SIG Meeting:

Real Estate &

Investment

12

SIG Meeting:
Astronomy

19

26

September 2011

Tuesday

6
Why We Love
America

13
Sling Media

20
Corel’s Video
Studio

27
Computing 101

Wednesday
7
14
21
SIG Meeting
Linux
28

Board Meeting

Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
SIG Meeting
Basic Computing
(Media on request)
8 9 10
SIG Meeting NO SIG
Imaging Meeting
Easier Living
15 16 17
SIG Meeting Newsletter
Web Design Deadline
22 23 24
29 1— 30
All npeetings begin at 7{00 p.m.
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